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We may not have seen a lot of you
during this past year but you are
always in our hearts and prayers.

Mitzu, David & Natalie

Dear Friends and Partners,
Forgive us for not writing this
newsletter much sooner. We
owe it to you to update you with
news of what’s happening in
our mission field in the Philippines. We will make sure that
you know everything by the
time you finish reading our
reports, so please read on and
do not skip a page.

middle of it. Muddy roads made
walking delightfully adventurous
as we occasionally stopped at
little stores to buy our next meal.
Our ministry in the Philippines was Choosing from the same selecvery rewarding, as it always has
tion of fish and vegetables everybeen, but always in a new way.
day made it hard to think of new
The challenges we faced were
ways to cook them. Still, we tardifferent from the past but God
ried and found joy in the comalways made a way to make things
pany of saints.
work out in the end, we believe,
Our visit to the Mountain tribal
just as He has ordained.
community was also filled with
Seeing the happy faces of over
adventure and coincidences. Our
2,000 village elementary children transportation broke down twice
and high school youths as they
on the way to their place and
received their school supplies was once on the way home. We had to
like cold water on a hot day. It just walk for about a mile to get back.
quenches thirst and moistens dry In front of the house where our
throats. Rain or shine we continvehicle broke down, a teacher
ued with our programs. Volunapproached us to tell us that she
teers, teachers and students alike had been unsuccessful in conwere undeterred by the torrential tacting the program organizer.
rain and gusts of wind. Rain came As it turned out, her students
early and we were caught in the
Continue to page 2.

FAITH, HOPE AND LOVE
Someone recently asked me
how we are affected by the
current “alarming” economic
conditions here in the US and I
replied “not at all.” That is,
because we put our confidence
in God and not in situation,
whatever it may be.
Unsettling news permeates
today’s media. The majority of
which have put fear into peo-

ple’s hearts. This bad news
business that is happening all
around us everywhere and
anywhere, has ruffled many
people’s composure and has
put them on edge. It is certain
that many are uncertain about
their future now. “Comfort
zones” are no longer that comfortable. Solid ground feels
shaky beneath their feet feeling

FAMILY MISSIONS
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like it may collapse at anytime.
Imagine anticipating an expected
“devastating” earthquake but not
knowing when it would come? So
fear is the factor.
I say, it should not be for us –
Christians, faithfuls, saints. We
stand on solid rock in Christ. Our
eyes are not fixed on the current
news but beyond– on Jesus. We
Continue to page 2.
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Faith, Hope & Love… continuation from page 1

MINDORO PHOTOS:

And now
these three
remain:
faith, hope
and love. But
the greatest
of these is
love.

live in a cancer ravished society
and we suffer with it, yes, but we
are not afraid because we have

hopeful expectations.

never distress over our future.

Let’s have a reality check. Let’s
Folks, our world maybe suffering a
cardiac arrest at this time but have examine our priorities right now. If
“the faith and love that spring
no fear we will be like “a tree planted this bad news business has put you
from the hope that is stored up
by the water that sends out its roots on the edge of your seat and has
for you in heaven and that you
by the stream. It does not fear when made you a mass of cells run
have already heard about in the
amuck… If all that comes out of
heat comes; its leaves are always
word of truth, the gospel.” Cologreen. It has no worries in a year of your heart is “breaking news” and
sians 1:5
you hear yourself bemoan fears
drought and never fails to bear
and complaints… then maybe… just
I believe that God opens up our
fruit." Jeremiah 17:8. The media
maybe… it’s time to reevaluate the
“spiritual eyes” to see the rainbow bring the bad news but we, Chrisground you’re standing on. You may
beyond the storm when we put our tians, bring the good news.
have slipped down on sinking sand.
trust in Him. God has given us
If that is so, get back on the solid
Sometimes
we
get
so
comfortable
spiritual armor to put on at a time
rock of Christ and do not dilly-dally
like this… “But since we belong to living in this short lifetime on earth
that
we
forget
there
is
life
after
anymore.
the day, let us be self-controlled,
this…
a
very
long
infinite
eternity.
putting on faith and love as a
This is the perfect time to listen
breastplate, and the hope of sal- Whether with God or without God
carefully to that still small voice
vation as a helmet.” 1 Thessaloni- depends on us. But the reality is…
blotting out the bad news and letwhatever happens in this finite
ans 5:8
physical life there is still the eternal ting the good news of Christ penetrate the deepest recesses of our
God also shows us that we are not life. Whatever we decide in this life
hearts. Finding stability in a shaky
victims but victors. We are not the reflects our eternal future. Let our
world is foolishness but finding
cause of the disease but the cure. comfort zones be Christ alone.
hope in Christ is wisdom.
“…your work produced by faith,
Where He leads us is where we
your labor prompted by love, and should find comfort. There is nothing May the glory of the Lord shine
your endurance inspired by hope better that this world can offer us
upon you and the hope of salvation
in our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 Thes- except an opportunity to accomplish bring joy to your hearts!
that which God has purposed for us
salonians 1:3. We are the force
And now these three remain:
to do. When we know why we are
that will hold this world together
faith, hope and love. But
and “the knowing” transforms our here then the ground beneath our
feet will never be shaky and we need the greatest of these is love.
sense of hopelessness to that of
1 Corinthians 13:13 * * *

1 Corinthians
13:13

Our Annual Mission Story… continuation from page 1

didn’t get included in the list of
those who will be given school
supplies. That was a providential
coincidence. Then when we
reached our destination we met a
couple of our mission volunteers
who wanted to show us their
property and asked if we could
ever use it for the ministry for a

very minimal rent of $25 a month.
We have been holding our meetings
there since and it is now being used
as a Fellowship Center for adults,
youth and children on Sundays.
Praise God for coincidences!
Continuing with the story of our visit
to the Moutain tribe, we were wel-

comed with such enthusiasm. We
had a service where their dynamic
pastor delivered a powerful message. Afterwards we had a meeting
with their elders and donated to
$350 worth of cash for a livelihood
program and $200 worth of medicines and first aid kits, and materials for the school teacher and a
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Our Annual Mission Story… continuation from page 2...

blackboard. It was not much (as we
wished we could have given more)
but it gave them hope that we
cared.
God gave us a fresh vision to invite
the local village churches to network with us in reaching out to the
youth and children in their areas
and to teach and disciple them
every week for a whole year. After
a year of Christian studies the
pastors will submit the names of
their students to us so that they
too can be awarded their school
supplies. This way, we also hope to
help the churches grow and encourage people who have been with
FMI to find a local church where
they can grow and be used for the
glory of God.

Barahan
7. Pastor Cyrus Gayares of the Holy
Trinity Bible Church in Barahan
8. Pastor Rolando Laurena of the
Church of Christ in Barahan
9. Pastor Nick Fran of the Love of
Christ Church in Baclaran
10. Pastor Elvis Fondevilla of the
Four Square Church in Baclaran
11. Pastor Ricardo Gomez of the
United Pentecostal Church of
Bagong Sicat
12.Pastor Joel dela Cruz of the
Church of God in Bagong Sicat
13.Pastor Willie Labarento of the
Pillar of Truth Church in Ilvita
14. Pastor Simeon Garengo of the
Victory Church in Baloc-Baloc
As you keep reading, you will read
testimonies from the pastors how
this networking evangelistic outreach vision is helping reach more
people for the Lord and thus growing their church as God added to
their number.

We invited the local pastors and the
ones from the nearby villages
where we have been teaching the
Christian studies and asked them if
they would network with us. We
There will be even more youth and
received applications from the
children that will be receiving
different Christian churches and we
school supplies this year when we
chose the first fourteen churches:
have added them all up. We all toil
for the advancement of God’s King1. Pastor Joe Tamayosa of CCF in
dom in the island of Mindoro until
Abra de Ilog
every tongue and every tribe has
2. Pastor Edwin Pena of MLFI in
heard and has had a chance at
Santa Cruz
salvation. None of these pastors
3. Pastor Danny Coroja of POP in
expect financial reward for their
Santa Cruz
hard work but they are excited for
4. Pastor Imelda Espiritu of the
each child that comes to their
Church of God in Quarenta
Christian studies program, who are
5. Pastor Vilma Espiritu of the
from less fortunate families, to be
Church of God in Barahan
rewarded school supplies before
6. Pastor Norbert Daprosa of the
school begins again in June.
Church of the Nazarene in

That’s not all, we have also opened a
new mission outreach in Cavite. It is
a place where there are many people living in squatter areas. Right
now, our mission workers minister
to the poor places in Cavite where
children loiter the streets. Each
week, volunteers gather children
and young people who have nothing
to do and teach them the Word of
God. When it’s not raining they
teach out in the streets too.
Our fulltime mission worker, Jun
Balanay, whom we are currently
sending to school in Cavite to take
up Pastoral Studies, is also busy
discipling students. He’s had many
personal challenges that tested his
endurance. His wife and children
had been attacked with sickness
many times over the past few
months. Yet, he is indefatigable,
calm and composed, fully trusting
God that all will be well. FMI has
helped him financially with hospital
bills.
We also continue to support scholars in elementary school, high
school and Bible Schools.
None of these would ever be possible if you had not been faithful in
supporting our mission through
your donations and prayers.
We encourage you to continue to
partner with us in reaching out to
the people of Mindoro and Cavite so
that they too, together with us and
all the saints…
MAY SEE JESUS! * * *

CAVITE PHOTOS:
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MISSION UPDATE: CAVITE
We opened up a mission work in
Cavite last year. Jun Balanay is
pioneering the work there with the
help of his wife, Sheila, and a few
very dedicated youth. These youth
were the product of his pioneering
work in Mindoro. They have followed
him to Cavite to assist him in the
ministry while they go to Bible
School.

Dear Lord, I pray that I will be
able to finish my studies. I
pray that we return to our
house but if not I hope that
you will watch over us, our
house, my cousins, my uncles
and aunts, my grandparents.
Thank you Lord in your name.
Amen. From: Jared

Jun is also taking up a Pastoral
Course at an accredited Bible
School in Cavite. He currently has
18 units and will finish his course in
3 years. This is a blessed opportunity for Jun, as well as the other
youth we are sending to Bible
Schools to get the necessary education needed to carry out the work
God has purposed for their lives.
We have opened up work in three
slum areas in Cavite. Our goal is to

YOUTH ON FIRE MINISTRY
The success of gathering many
children and being able to teach
them the Word of God lies in the
enthusiasm, dedication and zeal of
our youth. When we started the
mission work in Cavite in August
2008, there were only Jun and 8
other youth. He then asked each of
them to volunteer in one of the
three outreaches we opened.
These youth have chosen their
outreach and have been teaching
the children ever since. They do
not receive any allowance nor any

form of compensation but they love
the Lord and want to serve Him.
They are college students and they
teach on the weekends— rain or
shine. If you have been to the Philippines you will know what it’s like
to go through unpaved slippery and
muddy roads. Jun also pastors the
youth leaders discipling them to be
disciplers. He does the youth outreach in the three different places
and teaches them himself. Occasionally he would teach the children
if one of his leaders is not available.

One time while they were teaching
out in the street, a local official
asked them what they were doing
and Jun explained to him that they
are having a Bible study. He thought
it was a great idea and brought
them some chairs. One youth
leader said that some parents
would come and listen to him teach
and have even requested that they
teach the parents too. We have a
big work to do in Cavite as there
are so many people who really need
the Lord Jesus in their lives. ***

reach the non-Christians. As we have
done in the past, we reached out to
the children and youth first. We are
currently teaching 170 youth and
children every week in this place.
They too will be receiving school
supplies in the 2009 Annual Mission.
Jun has prayer requests:
1.

A motorcycle to use in the
Cavite Ministry (the other motorcycle is being used in Mindoro)

2.

A computer or laptop

3.

100 pieces of Old and New
Testaments Bibles in Tagalog

For Jun to get from one place to
another it takes several rides (fare
is not cheap). He said that a motorcycle would make visitations so
much faster. * * *
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CHILDREN’S PRAYER
REQUESTS (below):

Dear Lord, I pray that my papa
will stop drinking. I wish that
my parents will get back together. Thank you, Jesus. Grace

JESUS FOR KIDS MINISTRY
In poverty ridden areas, children
litter the streets everyday. It is not
hard to gather children who are out
in the streets. Finding dedicated
workers to gather them is harder.
But with our discipling disciplers
style of teaching, Jun is able to
raise up youth who are able to
share what they learn to the children. Teaching the children about

Jesus is a great investment of
time anyone can give because
someday these children will become adults. Our influence in their
lives will help shape what their
future will be like. If early in their
life they learn about faith in Jesus
Christ then they will know that
they have a choice to live a purpose-driven life.

Imagine if we had not chosen to
obey God to begin a mission work
in Mindoro… Did you know that
most of the children we ministered to in 2001 have all grown
up? Some of them have graduated from college. Some are now
in different parts of the Philippines either in college or doing
something else. Many are now in

Dear Jesus, I pray that my
parents will reconcile
soon. -Analyn

Dear Jesus, I pray that Uncle
Ferdie will get healed. I wish
Tamara and Jayjay will come
soon. I don’t want to fight with
MM anymore. Thank you for
our food. -Robert

Dear Jesus, I wish Mama Luz
will come. I wish that Ean and I
will stop fighting. I wish Macky
will not threaten with a knife
anymore. I wish my sister and
teacher will stop cursing. –
Joven

Dear Jesus, I pray that I will stop
cursing. I wish I can have a robot. And I wish that my parents
will find a good job. –Jason

Dear Jesus, I pray that papa
will come home soon. I pray
that you will give us food
everyday. -Louie

high school. When God gave us the vision to reach the children and youth it seems like we were also given a timer.
It was like we were racing against time. And you can understand why. Children are born into our world everyday
and we have a task to reach them, teach them and show them the love of Jesus. This is a very important mission
that has been entrusted to us - Christians. We can only influence those whom God has put in our way. We are not
going to waste this opportunity. Cavite is a big place and we have a big job. The same in Mindoro. We still have a
task to make sure that the children will know about Jesus as they grow up because Jesus said, “Let the children

come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” Luke 18:16

FUTURE PLANS: Build a Church & A Training School in Tagaytay/Cavite
It is good to have a vision. Even
though we currently do not have
the budget to buy the land, to build
a church and the training school in
Tagaytay/Cavite area right now, we
do have faith that God will provide if
it is part of His plan. No need is too
small that God cannot see it or too
big that He cannot provide for it.
Right now, there is land that is
perfect for the church and the
training center to be built on. In
fact, we personally have put a de-

posit on it. We are believing for a
3,000 sq.m. land. We will need to
raise up $300,000 dollars for all of
this to happen. How in the world are
we ever going to raise this amount?
Only our Heavenly Father knows. But
if and when we do, we will begin
building right away. First, we need to
raise funds to buy the land.
Yes, it is good to have a vision. To
raise up disciples for the mission
field. To train them so that they will
be equipped to go wherever the Lord

sends them.
We believe that many of these children we teach will serve the Lord in
the future and when that happens
the training center will be ready for
them.
Right now, it’s all just a dream. But
we believe that it is not an impossible one.
Pray with us. Pray for us. We are
full of expectations. We know God
can and God will. ***
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VISION FOR THIS PAST YEAR: NETWORKING PROGRAM TO HELP CHURCHES GROW BY REACHING
THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH IN THEIR COMMUNITY AND DISCIPLING THEM THROUGH A ONE-YEAR ...

We thank God immensely who
is the source of all blessings.
Secondly, we thank FMI and
the people God is using, Bro.
David & Sis Mitzu and all the
staff, that your mission work
has reached Santa Cruz too. Through you many
children who can’t afford to buy school supplies
will be blessed. May God prosper you and expand
the work of FMI not only here but even abroad.

Glory to God in the highest!
On behalf of our church here in Bagong Sicat, I
would like to thank FMI. To God be the glory
because FMI is able to help the parents of the
beneficiaries (of the school supplies) and for
helping our church attendance increase in
number. We pray that God
continue to bless your
vision and mission and we
pray that you continue to
have good health both body
and mind.
God bless you all and the ministry.
Sincere gratitude,

I thank God for the mission of FMI. You are able to
help many parents and children. The children
learn to have faith in Jesus Christ. For me as a
pastor, I am now able to teach the Word of God to
the children whom I could not reach that only FMI
could. But through FMI, I am now able to minister
to these children.
Thankful,
Pastora Vilma Espiritu
Church of God
Barahan, Occ. Mindoro

Rev. Ricardo Gomez
United Pentecostal Church
Bagong Sicat, Occ. Mindoro

Rev. Edwin Pena
Miracle Life Fellowship, Santa Cruz, Occ. Mindoro
For me, FMI is
a big help to
the children
and youth who
are poor or
whose parents
have no means
of buying their
school supplies due to
poverty now
felt even more
due to the
global crisis we are currently
experiencing. And if some parents are able to support their
children’s school needs then
FMI is able to help bring them to the Lord because
these things are spiritual treasures. I pray that your
mission will grow more to help the needy not only in
material things but most importantly in their spiritual
life. We would like to let you know our heartfelt gratitude for your help. May God continue to guide and
increasingly bless you! To God be the glory!
My gratitude and prayers,
Pastor Elvis Fondevilla
Baclaran Foursquare Church
Pinagturilan, Occ. Mindoro

I am Pastor Willie.
As a servant of
God, I was
very glad
when FMI
came to
our place
to help
students
here in
Ilvita. The truth is many
parents face a dilemma
at the start of the school
year: how they can possibly afford their children’s school supply. That is why I am overjoyed
with the help FMI offers. Not only do they help the
material necessities but most importantly they
teach the children the Word of God. This became a
way for the children to learn about God.
That is why I am very thankful that at this point in
time FMI continue to help our place. We pray that
FMI will continue to help the students here in our
village.
Pastor Willie Laberinto
The Pillar of Truth Church, Ilvita, Occ. Mindoro

Greetings,
This has something to do with FMI’s
mission reaching our place. We thank
you for all the help you have done for
us especially to our youth who continue
to discover our Lord.
May God bless you and we pray that
your outreaches to the less fortunate
will increase in our village.
Respectfully,
Pastor Rolando
Laurena
Church of Christ
Barahan
Occ. Mindoro
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...CHRISTIAN STUDIES PROGRAM THAT AT THE END OF THE SCHOOL YEAR THEY WILL RECEIVE
SCHOOL SUPPLIES FROM FMI. TESTIMONIES FROM THE SENIOR PASTORS OF OUR NETWORK CHURCHES.
Dear Brother and Sister in Christ,
Greetings in the name of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. Praise the
Lord for watching over you. We thank
God for blessing you with life and
strength. We want you to know how
much we thank God for FMI for the
school supply that you give to our
brethrens here at Holy Trinity Bible
Church. We continue to pray that
many will be blessed and touched by
our Lord through your life.
How are you doing? As for us we are
fine through the watchful eyes of our
Lord. He has done many wonders in our place.
We continue to pray for more souls in 2009.
The Lord is so good. We will not be able to
reach them without the help of partners in mission like you who
reaches out to them, through the grace of God. To Him be the glory
and thanksgiving.
Until here. May the Lord bless you and give you health and to keep you
from sickness and harm.
In Christ, Pastor Cyrus Gayares
Barahan, Occ, Mindoro
Holy is the Lord, he is worthy to be praised.
We thank God for your ministry and for the
many help you are able to give to students
through the school supply. Their needs are
being met and reduces stress on the parents. And the Lord used FMI to answer these
needs. And also for FMI partners who tirelessly support their work. Praise the Lord.
May he increase his
blessings to FMI so that
the name of our Savior
may be glorified.
Pastor Danilo Coraje
People of Praise Church
Poblacion 1, Santa Cruz,
Occ. Mindoro

Praise God for his wonderful name!!!
I thank God and I really
appreciate Him for the
privilege of being a part
of FMI ministry. This
mission has given me an
inspiration to work with children
and to serve God faithfully, and
spiritually. And I thank God for
all the material blessings that
come from FMI.
Me and my family will be praying for you that God will use you in this mission.
Thank God and more power to you. God bless you!!!
Pastora Imelda Espiritu
Church of God
Quarenta, Occ. Mindoro

I thank FMI because God is using them so that
the elementary and high school students in
our place receive help for their primary
needs in school. I am very happy because
many students have been helped by FMI already. Not only material blessings but also
spiritual blessings. That’s why my prayer is
Praise the
that you will not tire of giving your support.
Lord. The
Because of the goodness of your mission
whole
many of these young people come to the Lord.
church of
Right now, many are coming to our church
the Church
and attend the serof the
vices. May Jesus bless
Nazarene
you. Many thanks to
in Barahan
you.
would like
Pastor Nick Fran
to thank
you for the Love of Christ Church
Baclaran
loving
kindness of Occ. Mindoro
the Lord to each of us. We thank the whole staff of FMI
for the enormous help not only in material blessings but
best of all spiritual. Because of FMI many youth and
children are challenged and encouraged and growing in
service for the Lord. That’s why we can say that FMI has
helped us so much in the work of the Lord in our church.
Praise the Lord. We pray that God will continue to bless
FMI and the staff and expand your work not only in Occidental Mindoro but to the whole world. God bless you.
Gratefully, Pastor Norbert Daprosa
Church of the Nazarene
Barahan, Occ. Mindoro
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SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM UPDATE
Photos of FMI Scholars:

Jun Balanay, 2nd yr College
Presbeterian Theological Seminary

We currently have a total of 12 scholars from Day Care to Elementary to High
School to Bible College. Jun Balanay, our Regional Director who oversees
both Mindoro and Cavite Missions is also going to school. He is taking up a
Pastoral Course. He has been very faithful in serving God through FMI even
though in the eyes of those with degree in Theology, he is not qualified. Yet,
God has qualified him. Jun has successfully and almost single-handedly
pioneered the work in Mindoro when he said “yes” to a fulltime ministry in
FMI. His purity of purpose and the goodness of his heart has earned him the
respect of many pastors in Mindoro. His experiences in the mission field are
something that the Bible School can never provide. We believe that the faith
that God has instilled in his heart will only grow more as time goes by. Our
purpose in sending him to Bible School is for his spiritual and personal
growth. It is also written in the Bible, “Wisdom is supreme; therefore get

Photos of FMI Scholars:

Paul Joshua Erobas, Grade 6
Barahan Elementary School

wisdom. Though it cost all you have, get understanding.” Proverbs 4:7

Jesica Mesana, 2nd yr College
All Nations Theological Seminary

Jesica Mesana and Jeneleth Cahilo are both going to Bible Schools and we
also support their education in full as well as we provide for their monthly
allowances. We have three high school scholars, five in elementary and two in
day care. They too receive their daily allowances from FMI. They have to
maintain a certain grade to stay in the scholarship though. We believe that
this is good stewardship and will also help the students put more effort in
their studies.

Kenneth Erobas, Grade 2
Barahan Elementary School

JR Bahia (burnt victim) and Arvee Viguilla (neck tumor) are doing well. JR
socializes more now after his surgery a few years ago. Arvee is growing up
well without any sign of the tumor ever growing back. His surgical scars have
also healed well. JR’s younger brother, Marknel, has also become an FMI
scholar upon his request. He promised to study hard.
Jeneleth Cahilo, 1st yr College
Asian Theological Seminary

Our mission staff, Pastor Rene & Rezy Mariano’s orphaned grandchildren,
Paul & Kenneth Erobas are also FMI scholars. Theirs is a tragic story. Their
father was murdered in his own farm. The mother remarried but her new
husband wants nothing to do with them. Our other two kids, Radney and Ramil
Redenza, are both in day care even though Ramil is older. They are the older
ones among 7 children and have been helping their father farm. They are so
poor that they could not even afford their daily food let alone send them to
school. We would like to continue to help these kids go to school.

Marknel Bahia, Grade 5
Barahan Elementary School

We would not have been able to do what we’re doing now if it had not been
for your continuous support to our mission. For this, our heartfelt...
Richie Pebres, 4th yr High School

“Thank You!” ***

Barahan National High School

Radney Redenza, Day Care
Malabag Elementary School

Aileen Magracia, 4th yr H. S.

JR Bahia, Grade 4

Arvee Viguilla, Grade 3

Ramil Redenza, Day Care

Barahan National High School

Barahan Elementary School

Barahan Elementary School

Malabag Elementary School
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Natalie showing us where to put
things.

CDCFF youth volunteers
Natalie is helping us pack.

Thanks to all the volunteers from
CDC Family Fellowship

Yey, we’re almost done!
All ages are qualified to help!

Mitzu’s parents came to
encourage us!

Thanks, Francis!

Thanks, Aning!

Purchasing, packing and shipping thousands of school supplies are always the hardest part of the job. This time we packed a total of 2,500 bags to give
away to all the students that graduated from our whole school year of Christian Studies. Thanks to Bro. Joel & Pastor Millet Buenafe, who provided a place
for us at the Christian Development Center in Tagaytay City and the group of very helpful young people from their church who came to help us pack. We
got the job done in just a day for 12 straight hours! What a blessing they were to us and it was all done for the love of God.
Shipping cost was hair-raisingly expensive this time. Four times my projected budget! We did everything we could to knock down their price but it was no
use. We had to sacrifice if we wanted to get the school supplies to Mindoro. Praise God, He knew what was waiting for us that he gave us more than the
budget we asked for that we did not incur any overheads. “The blessing of the Lord brings wealth, and He adds no trouble to it.” Proverbs 10:22
We’ve had exciting challenges too. Our school supplies distribution to different schools fell in the rainy season. Monsoon rain started early and keeping the
school supplies dry was a real task considering that we couldn’t find any sturdy boxes to put them in. Then the boxes started falling apart that we had to

Left photo: David is taking a refreshment at the end of the day in this picture. He’s drinking a deliciously sweet young coconut. Another way to
quench out thirst during a hot day is sip an ice water. I say sip because the
store would put the water in a plastic bag and freeze it. We’re all sad when
the electricity goes out and there are no frozen water available.
Right photo: Natalie looks out from inside the tricycle. She loved riding in it
and going around the village. She’s a missionary in the making for sure!
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Annual Mission Photos & Reports...continuation from page 9

buy a lot of masking tapes to patch them together that the boxes looked mummified! That’s just one challenge.
There’s more… we wanted to make sure our budget stretched to the very end of our mission so we hired the
cheapest rent offer for transportation to take us to our destinations. David had to go with our group three times
without me because Natalie got sick with fever. Everyday for three days their vehicle broke down yet they made it
just in time for the graduation programs. Many parents and children would already be waiting in anticipation of
their arrival. They would either be waiting out in the drizzling rain or under the scorching sun
in the shade of big trees. The school teachers were so nice to prepare food for the team. Even
one very kind pastor went out of his way to build a tent and slaughter several chicken just so
Hmmm… yummy chicken!

Parents and children waiting for the team
to arrive with the school supplies

David with Pastor
Willie Laberinto

Some teaching materials for the
school teachers

he could prepare a nice meal for the team. Such kind acts warmed our hearts and took the weariness out of our tired bones. “Thank you, Pastor Willie
Laberinto!” Seeing the joy in the faces of the children and the parents alike seem to reflect the face of God which makes all the hard work and trials
worthwhile. “Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.” 1 Corinthians 15:58 In all
honesty, we loved every minute of it! There is nothing more rewarding than being of service to others and this was fun despite the weather.
Another trial we encountered during the graduation and handing out the school supply was that there were those who tried to get more than one bag. We
were afraid that there would be children who would not get theirs, but praise be to God, every child got a bag!
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TRIP TO THE TRIBAL COMMUNITY
The Mangyan indigenous community is dear to our hearts
and to be of service to them and be able to support their
hardworking pastor, Pastor Santi Lekwenyan, is the least we
could do. Our trip to their village was a rewarding experience. Like I wrote in the front page article, it was met with
obstacles. Our transportation broke down several times. The
first time it happened, David got out and sat in front of
someone’s gate to cool off. It was a very hot and sweaty
day.

TRIB AL MISSION PHOTOS:

Then when we were just about a mile away from our destination we had our second breakdown so we decided to walk
the rest of the way.
P AS TO R S AN TI ’ S AN S W E R ED P R A YE R S :

We considered this an adventure and thought that maybe
God has a purpose for this. Mind you, we were joyful all the
way. I don’t think anything could have altered our happy
mood. We were just too excited to be with the Mangyans
again.
When we got there, 17 Mangyan pastors together with their
families greeted us with heartwarming enthusiasm. They
have the most beautiful and honest smiles that you couldn’t
help smiling yourself. They welcomed us and introduced us
to all the other pastors. Then Pastor Santi preached a powerful message. Afterwards, we proceeded with giving them
our gifts. Then they showed us their vision about their livelihood program for the pastors and their families. We ended
our trip with the breaking of bread and we went our way. We
walked for another half a mile when our tricycle broke down
for the third time and you know the rest of the story… we
were blessed with a new Mission Center at the end of our
walk. Welcome to the Barahan Christian Fellowship Center!

Barahan Christian Fellowship
Center for FMI

New Church Building

New Motorbike

SHARING THE VISION WI TH THE P AS TORS:

A meeting was held at the BCF Center to share the new
vision with the Mindoro pastors to find out whether they
would be interested in working with us to reach the youth
and children in their areas and teach them the Bible for a
year then we will give their students school supplies. The
plan was received with great enthusiasm. Praise God!

2008 YEAR-END FINANCIAL REPORT
Total donations received from
January 1 — December 31, 2008
January:
February:
March:
April:
May:
June:
July:
August:
September:
October:
November:
December:

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

2,975.00
615.00
1,235.00
11,633.00
300.00
550.00
750.00
480.00
680.00
750.00
778.00
600.00

2008 TOTAL:
$ 21,346.00
2007 Carry-over: $ 9,453.81
GRAND TOTAL:

$ 30,799.81

E XTR A P HOTOS

Summary of Expenses
2008 Annual Mission Trip:
$ 13,344.38
Books/calling cards/Stamps… $ 288.36
Total Remittances:
$ 10,915.39
Apr-May: $1,293.00
Jun-Dec: $6,737.06
Jan-Mar: $2,885.33
Accountant’s Preparation
Fees for Taxes
$ 150.00
Teaching Materials
$ 139.38
Calling Card
$ 20.47
Total Expenses:

Playing in the puddle

Hiding in the boxes

Jeepney ride

David roasting cashews

$ 24,857.98

Grand Total: $ 30,799.81
Minus Expenses: $24,857.98
Remainder:

$5,941.83 to be carried over
to 2009 budget

MINDORO TRAINING CENTER UPDATE

Balancing plates on our
heads
Pastor Meynard and Jeneleth are holding our lunch... Water
scorpions? I don’t know the English name.

Thanks to a generous donation from one of our partners, we were able to have the Mindoro Training Center walls smooth finished. We have windows put
with iron grills installed on the outside. We also have beautifully curved heavy duty doors made and installed. There’s still a lot to be done inside but the
place is usable for training purposes. We have opened it for the Mountain Tribal ministry to use for seminars and training workshops to gather the leaders of the far-flung mountain people work. It is currently being used (and will continue to be) as an outreach center for the village of San Miguel children.

THIS YEAR’S ANNUAL MISSION SCHEDULE
Yes, it’s that time of year again when we have to plan for our next Annual Mission Trip. We normally go the week after Easter. At this time we are usually
holding our breath whether we will be able to go ourselves as it all depends if the budget that we need will be met by Easter Sunday. We are of course,
confident that if God wants us to be there in body and spirit then we have nothing to worry about. Everything will be provided for by Him. Our trip schedule will be mid-April this year. We plan to stay there for at least a couple of months to do ministry, give encouragement, teach, and share the Word of
God. We hope to accomplish a lot both in Mindoro and Cavite. Of course, our budget priority is providing all the youth and children with school supplies
first. In this current economic crisis worldwide, they need our help now more than ever.
Let us rise up to the challenge that our riches are not where we are right now but where we will be and that God has a higher purpose for our lives than
worry about earthly cares. Join us in prayer and help us accomplish the work that God has entrusted to us. Together there’s nothing we cannot do but
first we must step up our faith to a higher level so that we can step out in faith to do God’s work without reservations.
“For no matter how many promises God has made, they are "Yes" in Christ.
And so through him the "Amen" is spoken by us to the glory of God.” 1 Corinthians 1:20
He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming soon." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Revelations 22:20
May God richly bless you through Jesus Christ for the advancement of His Kingdom. To God be the glory now and forever!

